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PLACES OF INTEREST 


PERLIS e This tiny northern state of Peninsular Malaysia shares 
borders with neighbouring Thailand. It is the departure point to the 
famous island resort of Langkawi. The town of Padang Besar is an 
important entry point by rail for visitors from the north. Among the 
attractions of the state are Gua Kelam (Dark Caves), Perlis Snake and 
Reptile Farm and the Wang Kelian State Park. 


KEDAH • The ‘Rice Bowl’ state of Malaysia is characterised by a 
landscape of vast paddy fields and lush greenery. Alor Star, the 
administrative and commercial centre is the site of many well- 
preserved historical landmarks with Moorish, Thai and colonial 
influences. The international resort of Langkawi consists of 99 islands 
shrouded in fascinating myths and legends. Its breathtaking scenery, 
rustic ambience, enchanting marine life and spectacular limestone 
formations make it an ideal holiday destination. Langkawi's duty-free 
status offers attractive shopping opportunities. 


PENANG • The ‘Pearl of the Orient’ is famed for its lovely beaches, 
colourful history and rich potpourri of cultures. Georgetown, the 
bustling state capital and port city, combines the best of East and West 
as evident in its numerous heritage buildings. This food paradise 
tempts the palate with a mouth-watering array of local cuisine. The 
island is connected to the mainland by a vehicular ferry service and the 
magnificent Penang Bridge. 


PERAK * Perak in its heyday was synonymous with the nation's 
flourishing tin mining industry. Its claim to fame today can be 
attributed to its charming tourist attractions. Alluring Pangkor Island 
is the location of the award-winning Pangkor Laut Resort. Ipoh, the 
state capital, and Taiping with its picturesque lake gardens, still retain 
a strong semblance of the British era. The royal town of Kuala Kangsar, 
Gua Tempurung’s fascinating limestone formations and mysterious 
Kellie’s Castle are other attractions. 


KUALA LUMPUR * This vibrant capital of Malaysia had its 
origins as a tin mining outpost in the 1800s. The hub of commerce, 
politics, culture and education, KL's skyline is a striking contrast of 
ultra-modern structures and charming heritage buildings. The 
imposing Petronas Twin Towers, the world’s tallest twin structures, is а 
major draw for most visitors. KL's fascinating sights, irresistible 
shopping, endless festivals, exciting nightlife and gastronomic delights 
make it an exciting holiday destination. 


PUTRAJAYA • Situated 25km south of Kuala Lumpur, Putrajaya 
is the futuristic administrative capital of the nation. Hailed as an 
‘Intelligent Garden City’, this model township is a proud symbol of 
Malaysia's aspiration to be a developed nation. The focal point here is 
Putra Square, the stately Prime Minister's Office and the aesthetically- 
pleasing Putrajaya Mosque. Another impressive feature is the uniquely 
designed bridges that span the various points of the sprawling 
Putrajaya Lake. 


SELANGOR * Selangor is the main gateway for visitors to the 
country. Attractions in the state include the unique Kampung Kuantan 
Fireflies Park, the magnificent Batu Caves, fabulous theme parks and 
great shopping. An annual sporting highlight is the action-packed 
Formula One race held at Sepang International Circuit. Shah Alam, 
the state capital, is the site of the splendid Blue Mosque with the tallest 
minarets in the world. 


NEGERI SEMBILAN • The pervasive influence of the 
Minangkabau culture is a distinct characteristic of the state. Its 
flourishing capital of Seremban has several interesting historical and 
cultural sites. Seri Menanti, a royal enclave, is home to Malaysia s 
largest traditional timber palace. Port Dickson is a popular weekend 
retreat with its long coastline and wide choice of resort 
accommodations. Homestays offer an authentic experience of the local 
'kampung or village lifestyle. 
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MELAKA « Its long history has made Melaka a veritable 
treasure trove of the past and a cultural melting pot. Tourists are 
inevitably drawn to its historical precinct, containing the well-preserved 
17th century Dutch Stadhuys and the remains of the Portuguese 
А' Famosa. Of interest here are several museums, a replica of the 
Melaka Sultanate Palace and the Independence Memorial Building. 
The Baba and Nyonya Heritage Museum provides insights into this 
unique community. Nearby Ayer Keroh and A' Famosa Water Park 
provide numerous sightseeing spots and recreational activities. 





JOHOR • Peninsular Malaysia s southern gateway state offers 
tropical island escapades, recreational forests, waterfalls, historic spots 
and superb golfing. The islands of Sibu, Rawa, Besar and Pemanggil in 
the South China Sea beckon with a range of water sports and 
underwater attractions. Trek into the pristine Endau-Rompin National 
Park for a refreshing jungle adventure. Johor Bahru is a popular 
weekend shopping and recreational spot for neighbouring Singapore. 
Another highlight is the lively and intriguing cultural performances in 
the state. 


KELANTAN • Kelantan's appeal lies in its laid-back lifestyle, 
tranquil countryside scenes, rustic fishing villages and a wealth of 
cultural activities. Traditional pastimes such as giant kite-flying, 
top-spinning competitions and silat, the Malay art of self-defence are 
among the interesting sights. Kelantanese are gifted craftsmen and 
many cottage industries producing silverware, textiles, kites and brass 
work can be found in Kota Bharu, the state capital. 


TERENGGANU * Terengganu is blessed with captivating island 
retreats of soft white sand, crystal-clear waters and prolific marine life. 
The islands of Redang and Perhentian attract lovers of the sun and sea 
from around the world. Boat-building and traditional handicraft 
activities such as batik-painting and songket-weaving can be observed 
around Kuala Terengganu, the main town. Tasik Kenyir, the largest 
man-made lake in Southeast Asia, is a haven for freshwater fishing and 
eco-adventures. 


PAHANG • The largest state in Peninsular Malaysia is the location 
of Taman Negara, Malaysia's premier national park as well as the 
peninsula's highest peak, Gunung Tahan. The popular hill resorts of 
Genting Highlands, Cameron Highlands, Bukit Tinggi and Fraser's Hill 
are major tourist attractions here. Cherating is the site of Asia's first 
Club Mediterranean and off the state's coastline is the island gem of 
Tioman, voted as one of the most beautiful islands in the world. 


SABAH * Sabah is a paradise for nature lovers. Major attractions 
here are Mount Kinabalu located in the Kinabalu National Park, a 
world heritage site. Its cluster of islands, Tunku Abdul Rahman Park 
and Sipadan, a world-class diving destination, offer a wealth of eco- 
treasures. The state capital of Kota Kinabalu is the gateway to Sabah's 
many tourist spots. The 32 ethnic groups in the state, such as the 
KadazanDusun, Murut and Bajau make up the colourful tapestry of 
Sabah's culture. 


SARAWAK * Situated on the northwestern coast of Borneo, the 
‘Land of the Hornbills' beckons visitors with its pristine rainforest and 
the diverse lifestyles of its indigenous people. The magnificent Mulu 
Caves, Sarawak Cultural Village and the state's national parks rank 
among its major attractions. Go on a river cruise adventure to visit the 
numerous ethnic groups with their colourful customs and traditions. 


LABUAN e Located off the west coast of Sabah, Labuan is a 
paradise for wreck diving and international deep sea fishing. The 
annual Labuan International Sea Challenge is an exciting water sports 
event for enthusiasts. The island is the site of several World War 11 
memorials. 
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DISTANCE CHART Approximate Distances Between Major Towns 
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FAST FACTS 


COUNTRY The Federation of Malaysia comprises of 
Peninsular Malaysia and the states of Sabah and 
Sarawak in Borneo. 


GEOGRAPHICAL LOCATION Located between 
2 and 7 degrees north of the Equator, Peninsular 
Malaysia is separated from the states of Sabah and 
Sarawak by the South China Sea. To the north of 
Peninsular Malaysia is Thailand while its southern 
neighbour is Singapore. Sabah and Sarawak are 
bounded by Indonesia while Sarawak also shares a 
border with Brunei. 


AREA 329,758 sq km 
POPULATION 25 million 
CAPITAL Kuala Lumpur (KL) 


PEOPLE Malays make up about 57% of the 
population and are the predominant group with 
Chinese, Indians and other ethnic groups making up the 
Test. 


LANGUAGE Bahasa Melayu (Malay) is the national 
language but English is widely spoken. Malaysians also 
speak various languages and dialects. 


RELIGION Islam is the official religion but all other 
religions are practised freely. 


GOVERNMENT 4 parliamentary democracy with a 
bicameral legislative system. The Head of State is the 
Yang di-Pertuan Agong and the Head of Government is 
the Prime Minister. 


CLIMATE Malaysia has a tropical climate and the 
weather is warm all year round. Temperatures range 
from 21°C to 32°C and the annual rainfall varies from 
2,000mm to 2,500mm. 


HISTORY AND CULTURE Apart from the local 
Malays and the native groups, immigrants from China, 
India, Indonesia and other parts of the world have all 
contributed to the multiracial composition of its 
population. Its interesting cultural diversity can be 
largely attributed to the country's long and ongoing 
interaction with the outside world and colonial rule by 





the Portuguese, Dutch and the British. The evolution of 
the country into a cultural melting pot is evident in the 
unique blend of religions, socio-cultural activities, 
- traditions, languages and food. The country achieved 
independence on August 31, 1957 as the Federation of 
Malaya and subsequently with the entry of Sabah and 
Sarawak in 1963, Malaysia was formed. 


MAJOR HOLIDAYS New Year's Day (January)* • 
Federal Territory Day (February)** e Chinese New Year 
(February)* • Labour Day (May)* * Wesak Day (May)* 
e King's Birthday (June)* e National Day (August)* e 
Deepavali (November)? • Hari Raya Aidilfitri 
(November)* e Christmas (December)*. Note (*) - 
National Holidays e (**) KL, Labuan & Putrajaya only 
e (4) - Except Sarawak & Labuan. 


ECONOMIC PROFILE Manufacturing 
constitutes the largest component of Malaysia's 
economy while tourism and primary commodities such 
as petroleum, palm oil, natural rubber and timber are 
major contributors. 


ENTRY REQUIREMENTS Visitors must be in 
possession of a valid passport or travel document with a 
minimum validity of six months beyond the intended 
visiting period. Citizens of most countries do not require 
visas for social or business visits. For further 
information, please visit or call the nearest Malaysian 
diplomatic mission or Tourism Malaysia office. 


CURRENCY The unit of currency is the Malaysian 
Ringgit, which is indicated as RM. Foreign currencies 
can be converted at banks and money changers. All 
travellers, both residents and non-residents, are required 
to complete the Traveller's Declaration Form (TDF). 
The TDF has a blue section for residents and white 
section for non-residents. 


Residents are only required to declare the exact amount 
of Ringgit carried when they enter or leave the country if 
the amount is in excess of RM1,000. They are also 
required to declare the exact amount in foreign 
currency, including traveller's cheques carried, when 
they leave the country if the amount exceeds the 
equivalent of RM10,000. Residents do not have to 
declare foreign currency, including traveller's cheques 
carried when they re-enter the country. Non-residents are 
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required to declare the exact amount of foreign currency 
carried when they enter or leave the country only if the 
amount exceeds the equivalent of USD 2,500.00. 


BANKING HOURS Most states: Mon - Fri: 9.30am - 
4.00pm e Sat: 9.30am - 12.00noon * Sun: Closed e Kedah, 
Kelantan & Terengganu: Sat - Wed: 9.30am - 4.00pm e 
Thur: 9.30am - 12.00noon e Fri: Closed. 


POST OFFICES Open from 8.00am to 5.00pm daily 
except on Sundays and public holidays. In Kedah, Kelantan 
and Terengganu post offices are closed on Fridays and 
public holidays. 


TIME Eight hours ahead of GMT and 16 hours ahead of 
U.S. Pacific Standard Time. 


ELECTRICITY Voltage is 220-240 volts AC at 50 cycles 
per second. 


MEASUREMENT SYSTEM Malaysia follows the 
metric system. 


TELEPHONE Local calls can be made from public 
phones using coins or prepaid cards. International calls can 
be made from public phones with phone card facilities or at 
any Telekom offices. 


GETTING THERE The main gateway to Malaysia is 
through the Kuala Lumpur Intemational Airport (KLIA) in 
Sepang, which is located approximately 50 kilometres south 
of Kuala Lumpur. Other major international airports that 
serve as entry points are located in Penang, Kuching, Kota 
Kinabalu, Langkawi and Johor. The main entry point by 
sea is at Port Klang, about 50 kilometres away from KL. 
“akay Sean tn Voi and н ос: 
and Thailand. 


GETTING AROUND Malaysia has excellent domestic 
air links and a well-developed and efficient public 
transportation system served by buses, taxis as well as trains. 


ACCOMMODATION Malaysia has a wide range of 

accommodation with competitive rates. International 

standard, mid-range and budget hotels, vouth hostels 

and timeshare apartments are among of the types of 
jon available. 


DO'S & DON'TS When visiting Malaysia, visitors 
should observe local customs and practices. Some common 
courtesies and customs are as follows : 


e Although handshakes generally suffice for both = 
and women, some Muslim ladies may 
introduction to a gentleman with a nod of her head 
and smile. The traditional Malay greeting or salam 
resembles a handshake with both hands but without 
the grasp. The man offers both hands, lightly touches 
his friend's outstretched hands, then brings his hands 
to his chest. 

It is polite to call before visiting a home. 

Shoes must always be removed when entering a home. 

Drinks are generally offered to guests. It would be polite 

to accept. 

e The right hand eer en Qu one's 

hand or when giving and receivin 

The right forefinger is not “= Pasan to point at places, 

objects or persons, Instead, the thumb of the right 

hand, with the four fingers folded under, is the 
preferred usage. 

e Shoes must be removed when entering places of 
worship such as mosques and temples. Mosques 
provide robes and scarves for female visitors. Taking 
photographs at places of worship is usually permitted 
but always ask for permission first. 

e The country’s large Muslim population does not drink 
alcohol. 


TOURISM MALAYSIA HEAD OFFICE 
17th Floor, Menara Dato’ Onn 

Putra World Trade Centre (PWTC) 

45 Jalan Tun Ismail 

50480 Kuala Lumpur 

MALAYSIA 


Tel :603-2615 8188 

Fax :603-2693 5884 / 0207 

Tourism Infoline (within Malaysia) : 1 300 88 5050 
E-mail : enquiries@tourism.gov.my 

Website: www.tourismmalaysia.gov.my 

e-Portal : www.virtualmalaysia.com 


